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Associate Professor Kabini Sanga 
Faculty of Education,  

Victoria University of Wellington 
 
 

           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I am a Solomon Islands and Pacific Islands 
public intellectual, a mentor and a fisherman. I 
grew up on a small atoll in East Malaita, 
Solomon Islands; went to Christian Mission 
boarding schools and the state-owned King 
George VI National secondary school in the 
Solomon Islands; undertook undergraduate 
university studies at USP in Fiji, and did my 
graduate degrees in Regina, Saskatoon and 
Edmonton as a two-time Canadian 
Commonwealth scholar. While I work as an 
educator in Wellington, Aotearoa New 
Zealand, I remain a alafa (tribal leader) of the 
Gwailao tribe and of the Gula’alaa people of 
East Malaita, Solomon Islands. With other 
Pacific Islands mentors, I advocate for the 
dignity and flourishing of the peoples of 
Oceania in their multiple settings and in their 
time. My scholarly engagement is based on a 
worldview that values people as people and 
endeavours to be people-affirming, -enabling 
and –encouraging. As a teacher, I write, 
speak and offer advice to different audiences 
in organisational, community and across-
jurisdictional settings throughout the Pacific 
region and beyond.          
 
 

Meet our new Co-Presidents 
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 Associate Professor Zane Ma Rhea 
Academic Leader, Curriculum and 
Pedagogy Academic Community 

Monash University 
 

       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I acknowledge the rights of Indigenous 
Peoples in education.  
 
I work in the Faculty of Education, Monash 
University. My intellectual project has 
established ‘wisdom’ as a researchable 
concept in education (sociology of 
education, sub-field of international and 
comparative education), theorising how 
wisdom traditions teach wisdom as an ideal 
and as a practice across cultures. In my 
publications, I have shown that the powerful 
influence of the current western education 
model across the planet has meant not only 
that the wisdom tradition has been forgotten 
and written out of the core business of 
education in westernised nations, wisdom 
traditions are also under threat in other cultural 
and religious systems. My work emphasises the 
need to restore wisdom to its rightful place in 
education in pluricultural, postcolonial 
democracies.  My current research program 
focuses on pedagogical studies of Indigenous 
Education, Buddhist Education, and wisdom in 
initial teacher education. 
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Meet our Co-Presidents 
Continued 

 
 

 
Congratulations to Dr Matthew 

Thomas from Sydney University, who 
was reappointed to the role of OCIES 

Secretary, and to Rebecca Spratt from 
the Auckland University, who was 
reappointed to the role of OCIES 

Treasurer. We are thrilled to have your 
continued expertise and enthusiasm 
on the OCIES Executive Committee. 

 
My broader research program examines 
the cross-cultural, pedagogical 
underpinnings of the cultivation of wisdom 
and the role of education in its cultivation. 
My research program in pedagogical 
studies has explored wisdom and its 
relationship to knowledge in higher 
education across cultures; and in 
particular, the education of Indigenous 
peoples within postcolonial democracies.  
 
I have been influential in the field of 
education, both in Australia and 
internationally, for arguing for a rights-
based approach to the provision of 
education services to Indigenous Peoples, 
following the United Nations Declaration 
on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.  
 

 
OCIES Executive Committee 

 
Co-Presidents 

Associate Professor Zane Ma Rhea  
Monash University 

and  
Associate Professor Kabini Sanga 
Victoria University of Wellington 

 
Past-President 

Associate Professor Eve Coxon  
The University of Auckland 

 
Secretary 

Dr Matthew Thomas 
The University of Sydney 

 
Treasurer 

Rebecca Spratt 
The University of Auckland 

 
Communications Officer 

Dr Donella Cobb 
The University of Waikato 

 
IEJ: CP Editor 

Associate Professor Zane Ma Rhea  

 
Our sincere thanks to Associate 
Professor Eve Coxon, Associate 
Professor Tom Griffiths and Dr 

Alexandra McCormick who have 
recently stepped down from their roles 
as OCIES President, Past-President and 
Vice President.  Their dedication, hard 

work and enthusiasm have been 
admired and greatly appreciated by 

us all.  Thank you! 
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We are humbled to be elected to the position of Co-Presidents of OCIES and to share this 
important leadership role for the first time in the history of our association.  
 
We are confident that we will be able to co-lead OCIES in a manner that reflects its values 
about developing world-leading scholarship that is based in our shared commitment to 
postcoloniality, deimperialization, recognition of Indigenous rights, social justice, and 
sustainability. 
 
We believe in the potential of this organization and are honoured to help it to navigate 
the next phase of its development.  
 
We have witnessed the growth of OCIES out of its previous focus on Australia and New 
Zealand and into an organization that is truly able to represent comparative and 
international education scholars of the entire Oceania region. We are proud of the 
changes that have been negotiated amongst us. We understand the tensions and 
uncertainties that we have faced.  
 
Our shared leadership vision for OCIES is premised on a platform of Oceania relationality. 
From a nurtured Oceania relational platform, our membership across the region might be 
supported to (re)name, connect, engage, grow and flourish. Such a vision offers 
opportunity for the dissemination of bi-lingual scholarship involving pluricultural 
perspectives. It connects our Society with our neighbours, the Indian Ocean Comparative 
and International Education Society and also national Societies such as the Japanese 
International Education Society, the Indian Comparative and International Education 
Society, and Comparative and International Education Society where we already have 
emergent relationships. We also support initiatives brought forward by our membership for 
developing collaborative partnerships with other Societies.  
 
As Co-Presidents we will support the continuation of financial scholarships and other 
collaborative opportunities for strengthening awareness of the work of our members within 
and beyond our region. We look forward to the coming year as we listen to you, our 
members, and work with you to strengthen and grow OCIES. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Associate Professor Kabini Sanga  Associate Professor Zane Ma Rhea 
 

From our Co-Presidents  
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This update elaborates on my brief report about WCCES at the OCIES 45th AGM at University of 
New Caledonia on 9th November, with some additional information from our most recent 
Bureau skype meeting on 29th November. As well as lengthy skype Bureau meetings in late 
September and late November, the key activity in which I have engaged since my previous 
update in the July Newsletter was the 52nd WCCES Executive Committee held at and hosted 
by l’Université de Corse in the beautiful town of Corte in Corsica, 10-11th October. My 
participation was as both OCIES EC representative and Bureau Member-at-Large (since our 
AGM, I am no longer OCIES representative on the EC; my BMAL position continues until May, 
2019, however). 
 
Of the 41 member societies of WCCES, 14 were represented at the meeting and most other 
societies sent formal apologies. While an air traffic controllers’ strike on Oct 9-10 upset travel 
plans for some, for many the cost and time involved in travelling to Corsica prevented their 
attendance. Also represented at the meeting were six Standing Committees and four 
Taskforces. Five of the seven Bureau members were also there, one of those absent being 
Assistant Secretary General Joan Oviawe whose resignation from the Bureau, necessitated by 
a high level appointment by the government of Nigeria, was accepted. In late October, the 
BAICE representative, Dr Anneke Newman, was appointed to the position of Assistant Secretary 
General and participated in that role for the 29th November Bureau meeting.  
 
 
 
 

WCCES Update 
 

Notable at this first WCCES Executive Meeting since that 
held during the 2016 World Congress in Beijing, was the 
very collegial and pleasurable atmosphere and strong 
support for the core leadership team and the many 
initiatives in train directed at strengthening comparative 
& international education globally. Events at the 
meeting included the signing of a memorandum of 
understanding between President N’Dri Assié-Lumumba 
and Vice-President Marco Navarro Leal of Sociedad 
Mexicana de Educacion Comparada for hosting of the 
17th World Congress in Cancun, Mexico, 20-24th May 
2109. OCIES members are urged to start saving for what 
is shaping up to be a quite remarkable conference.  
 

Associate Professor Eve Coxon with Lauren Ila Misiaszek, WCCES 
Secretary-General, in Corte during WCCES Exec Mtg in Corsica 
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WCCES Update 
Continued 

	

As well as the EC meeting, an Ubuntu 
Symposium will be held there in conjunction with 
the 5th conference of the Indian Ocean 
Comparative Education Society (IOCES). For 
those unfamiliar with or wanting to be better 
informed about ‘Ubuntu’ there is an article by 
President N’Dri in Issue 1 of Global Comparative 
Education: Journal of the WCCES which will 
enlighten you.  
 
Please do follow up this and all other WCCES 
developments on wcces-online.org; much 
commendation is due to the WCCES leaders 
and their supporters for the work and creativity 
involved in developing a replacement website 
almost from scratch after the very unfortunate 
taking down of the previous website as a 
deliberate action amidst the tensions of mid 
2016. WCCES has come a long way since.  
 
Very best wishes to all for the forthcoming festive 
season and summer break. 
 
Eve Coxon 
WCCES Bureau Member-At-Large 
OCIES IPP (Immediate Past-President!)  
 
 
	

 
Read the paper From ANZCIES to OCIES: 

Reinvigorating Comparative & International 
Education in Oceania by Eve Coxon and 

Juliana McLaughlin  
in World Voices Nexus: WCCES Chronicle.  

 
You can find the link to the paper on our 

OCIES website: 
https://ocies.org/about/history/ 

 

 
Another much celebrated event was the official 
launch of Global Comparative Education: 
Journal of the WCCES (wcces-online.org/journal) 
and World Voices Nexus: The WCCES Chronicle 
(wvn@wcces-online.org). The intent of these two 
peer reviewed publications is to create an 
academic footprint for WCCES and to promote 
language diversity in comparative education 
literature – each issue (two per year for the 
former, three per year the latter) aims to include 
papers from the six UN languages. OCIES is 
pleased to be represented in the inaugural issue 
of each publication: as indicated in the last 
newsletter, the former includes a fascinating 
article ‘Profile of a Comparative Education 
Leader: Anne Hickling-Hudson’, written by 
WCCES Historian James Jacob from interviews 
undertaken with Anne; a paper entitled From 
ANZCIES to OCIES: Reinvigorating Comparative 
& International Education in Oceania, co-
authored by Juliana McLaughlin and me, is 
included in WVN. The editors are keen to receive 
submissions for further issues of these very 
professionally produced publications; members 
are encouraged to refer to the website for 
further information about submission criteria etc.    
 
The location and timing of the EC meeting 
dovetailed with the annual conference of the 
Association Francophone d’Education 
Comparee (AFEC) which began on 12th 
October. OCIES UNC members (and convenors 
of our recent conference), Stéphane Minvielle 
and Fabrice Wacalie, were also in Corte and 
each presented at the AFEC conference. Next 
year’s WCCES Executive Committee meeting 
offers another such inter-society opportunity – to 
be held 20-22 June with support by SACHES 
(Southern Africa Comparative and History of 
Education Society), the venue will be the 
University of Johannesburg.  
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OCIES Conference 2017 
“Education and Sustainable Development in Oceania and Beyond” 

 
The University of New Caledonia, New Caledonia  

November 7 – 10, 2017 

	
The 45th annual OCIES conference was held at 
the University of New Caledonia in Noumea and 
drew together over 100 researchers, educators 
and practitioners from 21 countries.  The 
conference theme Education and sustainable 
development in Oceania and beyond’ provided 
an opportunity to consider the educational 
implications of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development and the 17 Sustainable 
Development Goals. The conference promoted 
critical dialogue about the relationship between 
education and sustainable development and 
sought to strengthen research relationships within 
and beyond our region.  
 
The three keynote speakers – Professor Konai Helu 
Thaman (University of South Pacific), Professor 
Roger Dale (University of Bristol) and Emmanuel 
Tjibaou (Tjibaou Cultural Centre) – each 
problematised the notion of sustainable 
development. Professor Konai Thaman 
considered the implications of sustainable 
development for Indigenous Pacfic communities 
and Emmanuel Tjibaou reminded us of the 
importance of respecting and learning from 
indigenous communities. Professor Roger Dale 
challenged us to consider who benefits and who 
loses from the implementation of SDGs. The 
keynote speakers were extremely well received 
and were noted by delegates to be an 
important part of the conference success.  
 
The conference also featured two invited panel 
sessions. The first explored ‘Education for 
sustainable development and school practices in 
New Caledonia’ where the panel discussed the 
place of sustainable development in the school 
curriculum in New Caledonia and the 
involvement of key stakeholders in its’ 
enactment.  
 

Welcome Ceremony 

Keynote speaker – Emmanuel Tjibaou 

Conference Keynotes on YouTube 
 

Watch the keynotes and invited panels on 
the UNC YouTube channel  

 
 You can find a link on the OCIES website 

(Scroll to the bottom) 
https://ocies.org/2017-conference-noumea-

new-caledonia-2/ 
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OCIES Conference 2017 
 

	The second panel examined ‘Possibilities of 
postcolonial/decolonial theories for comparative and 
international research in/for/from Oceania’. This panel 
built on postcolonial/decolonial theorising within the 
field of comparative and international education by 
considering   the possibilities in/for/from Oceania. 
 
The conference concluded with a guided tour of the 
iconic Tjibaou Cultural Centre. The museum offered an 
opportunity to experience Kanak culture through art, 
artefacts, traditional Kanak huts and native plants.  The 
idyllic location of the Centre delivered spectacular 
views of Magenta and Tina Bays and provided a 
memorable way to conclude the conference. 
 
Feedback on the conference has been very positive, 
with also some great constructive suggestions for future 
events.  Of those who have responded to the 
conference evaluation so far, over 90% said they would 
attend an OCIES Conference again and would 
recommend it to others.  75% felt the conference 
expanded their knowledge and stimulated their 
thinking, and were satisfied with the organisation, the 
range of parallel sessions and the keynotes.  
Respondents identified the exposure to different 
perspectives or new research; and the opportunity to 
present their own research and get feedback as the 
most highly valued aspects of the conference. The 
opportunity to visit New Caledonia and the beautiful 
venue of the University of New Caledonia was greatly 
appreciated.  
 
Our heartfelt thanks to conference organisers Stéphane 
Minvielle, Yolande Cavaloc, Fabrice Wacalie, Françoise 
Cayrol, Eve Coxon and Rebecca Spratt who worked 
tirelessly to provide such a warm, hospitable and well-
organised conference. We are also incredibly grateful 
to the University of New Caledonia for hosting the 
conference. We truly appreciate the enormous amount 
of work you have put into making this such a stimulating 
and memorable conference.  
 

Keynote speaker – Professor Konai Helu 
Thaman 

Keynote speaker – Professor Roger Dale 
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OCIES Conference 2017 
Views, voices and perspectives 	

 
 

	
I have never been so personally touched by 
participating in an academic conference 
as OCIES in New Caledonia. It had to do 
with the people that I had a pleasure of 
getting to know beyond superficial scholarly 
‘networking.’ There is a sense of intimacy 
about OCIES partly due to the relatively 
small size of the participants, but it also has 
to do with their willingness to get personal 
with each other. I felt I was making new 
friends on our way to and from the University 
of New Caledonia (UNC) or over morning 
and afternoon teas and meals. It was also 
profound to me because of one of the 
highlighted themes of the conference and 
its resonance to the venue. Discussion of 
decolonial/postcolonial thoughts assumed 
urgency on the French Pacific outpost 
where Indigenous Kanak had long struggled 
for independence. It is a place where 
colonialism has not become a legacy but a 
visible aspect of people’s day-to-day lives. 
What does it mean, I kept asking myself, to 
think postcolonially, where over 90% of 
academic staff come from France, now on 
a 4-year fix-term contract, and where 
anyone who wish to teach in schools must 
travel half way around the world (to Paris) to 
take the certificate examination? Lastly, the 
Talanoa sessions made the conference far 
more enriching. The two Talanoa sessions 
that I attended were deeply moving and 
engaging. Those sessions were decolonial in 
that the participants’ willingness to share 
their personal stories and raw emotions 
disrupted the Western modernist, empiricist 
separation between being and knowing. 
Thanks everyone for the wonderful 
experience. 
  
Associate Professor Keita Takayama,  
University of New England, Australia 
 

OCIES Opening Address – University of New 
Caledonia 

OCIES Opening Address 

 
“I really appreciated the opportunity to 

listen to and connect with other 
researchers in a similar space to my 

own” 
 

Conference Evaluation Comment 
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OCIES Conference 2017 
Views, voices and perspectives 	

 
 

	

Invited Panel 

For decades the late ‘Epeli Hau’ofa, a 
Tongan academic and writer, invariably 
critiqued academic discourses that 
reproduced many of the imbalance of 
power and agency associated with our 
colonial past. Even now in the postcolonial 
Pacific, attempts to shift the balance of 
power and agency for local people and 
organisations through the various 
development projects linked to sustainable 
education continues to be a struggle. In 
light of this, the 2017 Oceania Comparative 
and International Education Society (OCIES) 
conference in beautiful Noumea was a 
space for such conversations linked to 
possibilities. OCIES is a ‘think-tank’ for cross 
cultural collaboration. It has a lot of 
potential for growing critical thinkers that 
have a real desire to serve and learn from 
each other in Oceania. Keynotes by 
Professor Helu Thaman, Professor Dale, and 
Kanak leader Emmanuel Tjibaou – they 
inspired learning about the value of the 
work that we’re doing in Oceania. Similarly, 
the plenary lectures, individual 
presentations, workshops, as well as the 
‘group talanoa’ and ‘talk stori’ provided 
additional spaces for learning and critical 
reflection. OCIES Noumea was a very 
intimate conference that encouraged 
talanoa with people and to re-think the way 
we do things in region. The Early Career 
Researchers (ECR) group led by Dr Zhang 
and Dr Chan and under Associate Professor 
Ma Rhea’s guidance was indeed a 
pleasant experience. Our tour of the Tjibaou 
cultural centre was a great way to end the 
conference. I thank Associate Professor 
Coxon for her encouragement and wish the 
new co-chairs Associate Professor Ma Rhea 
and Associate Professor Sanga the very 
best. Tu’a ‘ofa atu. 
 
Dr David Fa’avae 
University of South Pacific, Tonga  
	 
 
 

Tjibaou Cultural Centre 

 
“I found the scholarship at the 

conference to be really strong as a 
whole”  

 
Conference Evaluation Comment 
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As a member of OCIES, firstly I would like very 
much to lend a word of thanks to the former 
President and the Board members for awarding 
me a partial scholarship to enable me to share 
my educational thoughts and ideas with 
colleagues from all around Oceania. OCIES not 
only provided me with the opportunity to attend 
this conference, but it also open doors to fine 
tune my educational theories to assist with 
educational issues that bombard the progression 
of better education in Samoa. This has also given 
me greater opportunity to learn about what 
other Oceania nations are going through and 
consider the similarities to Samoa. In addition, the 
conversations I had with other academics 
helped me to understand how they are also 
trying to find their way around educational 
developments in their own region. After the 
conference, I then realised that our only way 
forward is through research and more dialogue 
between academics from different nations. I wish 
all those that have attended the conference in 
Noumea a Merry Christmas and a wonderful new 
year 2018.  
 
Fuaialii Dr Tagataese Tupu Tuia 
National University of Samoa 
OCIES 2017 Emerging Scholar Recipient 
 

The conference in New Caledonia was the 
first OCIES conference I have attended, and I 
want to thank Dr Donella Cobb for drawing 
my attention to the society and its work. I 
won’t exaggerate if I say that it has been one 
of the best experiences during my PhD 
studies. OCIES members created a very 
friendly atmosphere at the conference so I 
felt welcomed and part of the team. I 
enjoyed every session I attended, all the 
keynotes, and discussions that followed these 
panels and speeches as they were not only 
relevant for my research and the wellbeing of 
the world we all work for, but they inspired me 
and showed me different perspectives and 
ways of enriching my understanding and 
engaging with my research. The workshop for 
early career researchers organised by 
Associate Professor Carol Mutch was another 
pleasant surprise at the conference. Being a 
third year PhD candidate who’s starting to 
overthink about my future path, I found 
guidance and better understanding of my 
career interests in the activities we had at the 
workshops. Many thanks to the Society and its 
members for such a great and stimulating 
experience and for the New Scholars Award I 
received to be able to be part of OCIES this 
year. I look forward to meeting you all at the 
next OCIES conference! 
 
Yulia Nesterova 
The University of Hong Kong 
OCIES 2017 Emerging Scholar Recipient 
 

OCIES 2017 Emerging Scholars Recipients:  Dr Alex McCormick 
(former Vice President), Sapna Sharma, Jonamarie Floresta, 
Dr Rhonda Di Biase, Jacinta Olderhaven, Yulia Nesterova, 
Asoc Prof Eve Coxon (former President). Absent Dr Tagataese 
Tupu Tuia 

 
 

“It was such a wonderful conference.  A 
great group of people and a wonderful 
opportunity to make connections within 

the region” 
 

Conference Evaluation Comment 
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Fellowships and Networks News  
Project Update 

 	
 

 

	
 

Listen. 
Trust. 
Share. 
 
Cultivating shared storying practises  
enables and empowers.  
 
Tapping the mysteries of the images of the mind 
can offer the creative, curious and connected 
 opportunity to grow, heal and belong.  
 
SJMoore   

 
A generous grant from OCIES led to Dr Sarah Jane Moore 
and Associate Professor Nigel Bagnall developing visual 
art making sessions that framed participant belonging, 
identity and cultural wisdom. The Talking Transformations 
project engaged a range of participants that included 
academics, PhD students, an arts worker, a community 
worker, an aged care worker, an instructional designer, a 
pilates instructor and primary and pre-school children. 
Over 40 paintings were created and the first part of the 
project occurred at the University of Sydney. Participants 
worked together yarning and sharing whilst putting their 
thoughts onto canvas.  
 
Dr Matthew Thomas participated in one of the Sydney 
based workshops and commented 
 

‘The project was wonderful on several levels - it 
enabled collective discussion in a non-
threatening and relaxed atmosphere, creative 
expression, and most importantly, an opportunity 
to pause…and reflect…on Indigenous histories as 
they are both lived and told as well as assumed 
and overlooked.’  

 
Associate Professor Nigel Bagnall reflected 
 

‘Some Doctoral students from China showed a 
real understanding of what was involved in the 
healing process of Reconciliation and shared 
symbols, stories and images that their home stories 
evoked.’ 

 
 

Talking Transformations in Sydney, Noumea and Beyond 
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Social researcher Samantha Heron attended the workshop with her two children and wrote 
 

‘Sarah Jane's workshop was an incredible breath of fresh air for our family. It allowed not only my 
children to not only learn important lessons about the rich Indigenous history of our country 
through creativity and song, but it allowed me to take time out to reflect on my own 
Reconciliation journey. It was wonderful to be given the opportunity to do this through creative 
arts in a supportive environment. It was amazing feeling for us as a family to take the time to 
reflect on being part of something bigger than us ... and be able to talk together about the 
recent & ancient history of the country that we are lucky enough to call home, and those whose 
family lives were shattered in the name of 'progress' to bring us to where we are today.  Thank you 
from the bottom of our hearts’.  

 
After the workshop Samantha’s six-year old daughter Indie wrote to Sarah Jane.  
 

‘Thank you for letting me play the clap sticks because it was really fun. I liked how you can sing an 
Indigenous song without forgetting the words. I hope one day I will be singing that song.’ 

 
The images were created in the workshops at the University of Sydney and then displayed at the School 
of Education for the month of September. They then travelled to Noumea. Nigel reflected that  
 

‘The four-day conference in Noumea (7-10 November 2017) was another perfect back drop for 
the display of the works created. Many Pacifica and Island peoples used the opportunity to focus 
and share their cultural wisdoms through conversation, visual arts dialogues and reflection.’ 

 
Adjunct Professor Anne Hinkling-Hudson participated in the workshop in Noumea and reflected on it with 
her words;  
 

It was an unexpected pleasure to join the conversation you stimulated in the workshop about 
strategies for getting students to express their identity in their own art work. It was also an absolute 
joy to work with the group in trying out art techniques, something that I have not done since my 
undergraduate days painting and drawing in the University of the West Indies art club in the mid 
1960s. You reminded me how to express ideas and feelings in water colour, and I really enjoyed 
seeing how other participants brought their unique art styles to small paintings that you then 
exhibited. I am happy that you’ve been able to utilise your talented art education techniques in 
some of the Pacific nations.’ 

  
Mohammed Sabsabi said that  
 

‘offered a space and place that was inclusive and without judgement. As a participant, I valued 
the opportunity to immerse myself in expressions of cultural wisdom and perspectives and 
exchange a plurality of reality.’  

 
University of Sydney PhD candidate Liberty Pascua raised the importance of trusting new ways to 
engage in self-reflection, knowing and thinking. 
 

‘On a personal note, I can only get creative with the written word as my fingers seem to have a 
brain of their own! I’ve always been a stick figure type of visual artist; art classes in my younger 
years were venues of self-inflicted embarrassment. But you made me own my stick figures as you 
prodded me, ever so gently and reassuringly, to dig deeply into my (hi)story. Indeed, there’s so 
much a splash of colour can express. Take this project to more places, please.’ 

  
Nigel and Sarah Jane would like to thank the OCIES community for supporting this project.  
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Maeda and Sato generously hosted Ma 
Rhea in 2017 and have encouraged the JIES 
and JASLS memberships to consider joining 
OCIES, becoming authors and reviewers for 
the IEJ:CP journal, and attending the 
OCIES46 conference in 2018.  
 
With this OCIES Networking Grant ($2,000), 
Maeda and Sato attended OCIES45 in 
Noumea and, together with Ma Rhea and 
Anderson, presented as a panel together on 
their comparative research between 
Australia and Japan in Indigenous 
education. The grant also enabled them to 
finalize their responses to reviewer feedback 
for their co-edited book proposal that has 
now been accepted by Routledge. This 
team will continue to work on their 
collaboration over the next 2 years in the 
development of their book ‘Post-Imperial 
Perspectives on Indigenous Education: 
Emerging Lessons from Japan and Australia’ 
(anticipated publication 2020). 
There was substantial in-kind support from 
JIES and OCIES to enable the involvement of 
Ma Rhea in their annual conference and for 
Maeda and Sato to attend OCIES45 for 
which we are all very grateful. 
 

Associate Professor Zane Ma Rhea attended 
the Japan International Education Society (JIES) 
conference in September 2017 in Fukuoka at 
the invitation of JIES (with generous support of 
JIES and Waseda University funds). She gave a 
keynote and papers on her Initial Teacher 
Education research in Indigenous Education 
and Multicultural Education. Maeda, Sato, Ma 
Rhea, and Anderson also spoke about their 
comparative research between Australia and 
Japan in Indigenous education. Ma Rhea also 
presented her work at the JASLS conference in 
Tokyo. In both conferences, she presented 
information about OCIES, its work, scope, and in 
opportunities for publishing and reviewing 
experience in International Education Journal: 
Comparative Perspectives, together with 
membership opportunities to collaborate and 
for mentoring. She has established opportunities 
for interested scholars to connect via social 
media (OCIES Facebook and through email) for 
OCIES members to link up with interested JIES 
and JASLS members to further their discussions 
about future research and networking 
collaborations.  
 

Strengthening links between OCIES and the Japan International Education 
Society 

 

Fellowships and Networks News 
Project Update 

 

International Education Journal: Comparative Perspectives 
Volume 16(3) Special Issue Now Available 

 
Using the OCIES 44th Conference held in Sydney 2016 as a springboard, 
this issue explores emergent gaps in thinking about  a number of key 
issues of concern to comparative and international educationalists. You 
can view this issue by visiting: 

https://openjournals.library.sydney.edu.au/index.php/IEJ 
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New Books and Media by  
OCIES Members 

Childhood and Schooling in (Post)Socialist Societies 
 
 
Our book explores childhood and schooling in late socialist societies by bringing into 
dialogue public narratives and personal memories that 
move beyond imaginaries of Cold War divisions between 
the East and West. Written by cultural insiders who were 
brought up and educated on the eastern side of the Iron 
Curtain – spanning from Central Europe to mainland Asia – 
our book offers insights into the diverse spaces of socialist 
childhoods interweaving with broader political, economic 
and social life. The evocative memories in our book explore 
the   experiences of children in navigating state 
expectations to embody “model socialist citizens” and their 
mixed feelings of attachment, optimism, dullness, and 
alienation associated with participation in “building” 
socialist futures. Drawing on the research traditions of 
autobiography, autoethnography and collective 
biography, the chapter authors challenge what is often 
considered ‘normal’ and ‘natural’ in the historical 
accounts of socialist childhoods, and engage in (re)writing 
histories that open space for new knowledges and vast 
webs of interconnections to emerge. Please do not 
hesitate to contact us if you want to learn more about our book or contribute to our ongoing 
project on childhood and schooling in socialist societies. 
 
Zsuzsa.Millei@uta.fi; Iveta.Silova@asu.edu & Nelli.Piattoeva@uta.fi  
 

 
NZARE Blog 

 
OCIES members may be interested in 

the NZARE blog. Visit: 
 

https://nzareblog.wordpress.com/  

 

Conference Keynotes on YouTube 
 

Watch the keynotes and invited panels on 
the UNC YouTube channel  

 
 You can find a link on the OCIES website 

(Scroll to the bottom) 
https://ocies.org/2017-conference-noumea-

new-caledonia-2/ 
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Oceanic News 
An update on regional activities by OCIES Members  

OCIES Members at UKFIET 
 
Several OCIES members had a happy and incidental encounter in Oxford at 
the United Kingdom Forum for International Education and Training (UKFIET) 
conference in September. Dr Ritesh Shah, Dr Rhonda Di Biase, Dr Julie 
McLaughlin, Daniel Couch, Dr Helen Hill, Associate Professor Nigel Bagnall 
and Professor Fazal Rizvi attended and shared ideas, and it was great to see 
scholarship from Oceania on the other side of the world. The conference 
proved to be a great exchange of ideas, and was punctuated by a 
heartfelt closing address from Malala and Ziauddin Yousafzai on the 
importance of education. It’s always great to see familiar OCIES faces 
further afield, and made a large conference that little bit smaller. 
 
By Daniel Couch 
The University of Auckland 

 

Fazal Rizvi, Ritesh Shah, Daniel Couch, Rhonda Di Biase and Julie McLaughlin at UKFIET 
2017 
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CALL FOR PAPERS 

 
Identities and Education: Comparative Perspectives in an Age of Crisis  

 
May 29 – June 1, 2018 

University of Cyprus, Nicosia, Cyprus 
 

Identities are made and unmade and this is especially true in our current times of crisis. 
Depending on one’s perspective and location, this moment may be about enduring 
conflicts, deepening poverty and inequalities, dislocations of peoples, or for example, the 
rise of post-factual information flows. It may also be about the resurgence of populist 
movements that are fuelling new forms of border protectionism, cultural closure and anti-
cosmopolitan identity displays.  
 
But crises are not only about identity disruption and anxiety. They are also moments of 
possibility and potential. Not only do they trigger discussion about the causes of our current 
situation, but they also facilitate debate about our possible futures. Education, central to the 
project of individual and collective identity formation, national development and 
international relations, is at the heart of these moments. Whilst education has undoubtedly 
contributed to creating these moments, it is uniquely placed to engage with them. What 
should be the agenda of study and action for education in such times?  
 
The conference offers the chance to examine and problematise our contemporary moment. 
Through the heuristic of identity, the conference aims at creating a platform for 
understanding our current challenges and considering the potential of education to address 
them. As an intellectual strategy, comparative education is well suited to explore the 
intersections of local, regional and global history, social structures and biographies of persons 
that interact to produce uncertainty as well as opportunity. As a palimpsest of history, 
cultures, aesthetics, geopolitics and disputed meanings, Cyprus and its capital city of Nicosia 
are one of the most suitable locations for exploring identity and education in interdisciplinary, 
inter-sectional, relational and eclectic ways.  
 
The following key speakers are invited to help us unfold the conference theme through 
Plenary Lectures:  
 
• Antonio Nóvoa, University of Lisbon, Portugal  
• Ruth Wodak, Lancaster University, United Kingdom, and University of Vienna, Austria 
• Noah W. Sobe, Loyola University Chicago, USA  
• Michalinos Zembylas, Open University of Cyprus, Cyprus  
• Nelly Stromquist, University of Maryland, USA 
 
Individual or co-authored, theoretical or empirical papers and panels will be presented at 
the working groups, the cross-thematic sessions and the thematically-focused panels. Also, 
multi-author panels can be suggested (3-4 papers) and will take place within the cross-
thematic sessions and the thematically focused panels. The deadline for proposal submission 
is February 1, 2018.  For more information about the conference: http://www.cese-
europe.org/2018 
. 
 

Beyond Oceania 
News from the Wider Field 
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XVI NATIONAL CONGRESS OF COMPARED EDUCATION 

Education and Inclusion: Contributions and Perspectives from Comparative 
Education for Equity. 

 
29th-31st October 2018 in La Laguna, Tenerife. 

 

 
The Congress will be organised by the Department of History and Philosophy of 
Science, Education and Language of the University of La Laguna and its activities 
will be taking place in San Cristóbal de La Laguna, a UNESCO World Heritage Site. 
  
  
On this occasion, taking advantage of the geographical and cultural characteristics 
of the Canary Islands, the Congress will be characterised by a tri-continental 
perspective, where Africa and Latin America will have outstanding places. 
  
  
Starting in October, a website will be available with all the information regarding the 
Congress, knowing to date its main thematic axes: 
  

• Education and Inclusion: visions from Comparative Education 
• Comparative Education, Cultural Diversity and Equity 
• Educational systems and SEN (Special Education Needs) 
• Education, gender and equality 
• Educational responses to economic and social exclusion 
• Supranational Policies for Educational Inclusion 
• Methodological contributions of Comparative Education 
• Emerging Researchers for Equity 

 

Looking forward to yours participation, bids you farewell, 

Inmaculada González 
Head of Department of History and Philosophy of Science, Education and Language 

  

Oceanic News 
An update on regional activities by OCIES Members  
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OCIES Newsletter # 1, 2018 
 
Our next issue of the OCIES newsletter will be published in April 2018. We 
welcome contributions from members to make our newsletter relevant, engaging 
and informative. In particular, we invite pieces that explore: 

• Oceanic News: Send in your 500 - 600 word contribution (and photos) of recent 
comparative and international activities within the region. This could include 
teaching, research or networking events. Don't forget to include a caption to 
accompany photos and the name/s of individuals. Please ensure that you 
have gained permission from individuals to publish their photo. 

• Book publications: Let us know if you have recently published a book. Send in a 
photo of the cover and a short blurb.   

• Blogs: We'd love to let members know about your blog! Let us know if you have 
a blog that explores issues relating to comparative and international 
education. Please send a short blurb about your blog and the link. 

• PhD Completions: We’d love to celebrate PhD completions in our region. Please 
send details of your thesis title and institution. 

Send your contributions to the Communications Officer, Dr Donella Cobb, at 
donella.cobb@waikato.ac.nz no later than 29th March 2018.  


